“Menagerie: A Child’s Fable”
by Charles Johnson

Literary Focus: How do authors use specific story structures like allegory and fable to comment upon society? 
Some of you read George Orwell’s Animal Farm, an allegorical, dystopian novella in the form of Aesop’s fable. Orwell used the allegorical fable format to criticize the dangers of totalitarianism and communism. 

Key Terms: 

Allegory: a story in which people, things, and actions represent an idea or generalization about life; allegories often have a strong moral or lesson. 

Fable: a short or fairly simple story designed to illustrate a lesson. The characters are often animals who illustrate specific human frailties (negative qualities). Through these characters, the author creates a critical commentary on human nature or behavior. Much like satire, fables often include hyperbole, understatement and irony as techniques. 

Dystopian Literature: stories that deal with imaginary (often futuristic) undesirable elements of society. These stories often depict unfavorable (not utopian) societies struggling with government oppression as well as other environmental, political or social issues. Often, dystopian literature reflects many of the preoccupations and concerns of modern day society.  
As you read “Menagerie: A Child’s Fable,” examine how Charles Johnson uses the allegorical fable structure to comment upon society and the different people within it. 

Then, answer the following question with specific details and analysis from the text.  

How does Charles Johnson use the fable structure to create a dystopian allegory about the corrupting forces of power in modern society? 

As you answer, consider the pet store as microcosm (a miniature version of our real world). 
· What type of person does each animal symbolize? 

Answer the following in (at least) one full paragraph.

· What happens to those animals when they are left alone by their owner? How do 
       they behave towards one another? Why do they behave this way? 

       What happens to their society in the end (as a result of their behavior)? 
Answer the following in half a page. Use examples from the text to back up your answer. 

· Overall, what commentary is being made about how people behave when they are corrupted by power?  

Remember: TDAS!

